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August 31st,2004 
8 pm - 11 pmish FREE stages, surprises, 
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903 Yates Street What else is for free?! 
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Life on the Streets - a perspective 


The story of my birth is like a nativity scene, except the manger 
was an oil stove. | was born December 15", 1964. Three days 
later, Vietnam was an all out war. | was born on the kitchen table 
in a little tiny beach house on a little tiny island about 500 miles 
north of Victoria. | was a month early, and they had no clothes for 
me yet. They took the dress off my sister’s doll, and put it on me. 
Someone took a picture of me in the dress, but it is long gone. 


Three days later, the only thing keeping us away from bone 
numbing cold, the oil stove broke down. The only place that had 
any heat on my little tiny island was the bar. | guess that | am the 
only one in the world who can say he was in a bar as a baby! 


Two weeks after | was born, the entire island came to see me. A 
huge logger looked at me and said “I never knew anyone could be 
so little!” Two months after | was born, my father packed the 
whole family into his fishboat and moved us south to Comox. We 
lived on Comox avenue. The house we lived in is no longer there. 
We lived in Comox for about 3 years, then | moved to Courtenay. 
I’ve lived the rest of my life in Victoria. 


My life is not one that was very glamourous. | was badly abused 
for 10 solid years, and the only thing that stopped the abuse is 
that my brother died. He even beat me on the day he died. On 
that day | looked out the bedroom window and said to myself that 
| am going to have a breakdown eventually. 


That breakdown came 9 years later, introducing me to the psych 
ward. Years later, | reasoned to myself, if | had stayed on the 
medication | took as a child | never would have 
had a breakdown. Today, | take Olanzopine 
orally, Lorazapam orally, and Fluanxol injected 
once every two weeks. | am doing better now 
than | was even five years ago. 


| first moved into the Pandora Project before it 
had officially opened on September 28, 1997. | 
was doing okay at first. | had a homemaker 
and three outreach workers. Eventually, | lost 
all of them. | was constantly depressed, and 
the only thing that was making me happy was 
my rats. 


| was doing good for a while, holding down two jobs, but | lost 
both. Then one day | thought that someone was trying to kill me 
and | walked out of town, dropping my keys on the way, walking 
over the Malahat into Duncan. It was December at the time, and | 
wound up in the Duncan Psych Ward. It was a good thing that my 
journey up island was terminated because the next day a big 
storm blew in. | spent about a month, and a half in the Psych 
Ward and the only way | could get discharged was to find a place 
to live, including having furniture. | found a place, and had all my 
stuff moved up from Victoria. My rats got adopted. | found myself 
with no means of support with only a meagre welfare cheque that 
| had to partially pay rent with. | soon realized that | could not 
earn an income collecting empties and cigarette butts like | could 
in Victoria. 


| was only in my apartment two weeks when | went to the welfare 
office to ask for a crisis grant for a one way ticket back to Victoria. 
| was turned down by a worker who was so pregnant that she had 
to lean on the counter. | told them that | did not want to have to 
walk. Frustrated, | immediately left the welfare office and went to 
my apartment to pack my bags. | took my time packing. | had 
five dollars with me for the trip back to Victoria from selling some 
of my turquoise. | stuffed my big black bag and my paper bag and 
was ready for my journey at about midnight. | packed a thermos 
of coffee and got two twizzlers to eat on the way. 


The first stop on my journey was Mill Bay, and it was gruelling. It 
was about 17 miles of walking without anywhere to sit down 
except for Whippletree Junction and Cobble Hill. | kept going over 
hill after hill with my heavy bags, hoping that the next hill was 
going to be Mill bay. Finally | made it to the gas station in Mill 
Bay. | bought a coffee and a cookie and paid them a dollar for a 
coffee that | had when | was going north and had no money. | 
was able to scare up a cigarette. | spent about three quarters of 
an hour resting before tackling the Malahat, which was straight 
ahead and all uphill. 


| made it to the first peak at 10 am. By the time | made it all the 
way to the summit, it was beautiful sunshine. There were some 
picnic tables there, so | took off my big coat and unpacked my 
rations and coffee. | found a cigarette and a half, which | smoked 
before setting out on my downhill journey over the other side of 
the Malahat. | walked past a million beers cans, but had no way 
to collect them because | was carrying heavy bags. | found 


| was doing good for a while, 
holding down two jobs, but | 
lost both. Then one day | 
thought that someone was 
trying to kill me and | walked 
out of town, dropping my keys 
on the way, walking over the 
Malahat into Duncan. 


change on the road, though. By the time | made it to the Malahat gas 
station, | was 14 hours along in my journey. | had collected enough 
money off the road to buy a bag of chips. | sat down at a picnic table 
and had another sip of coffee and enjoyed the incredible view. 


From the gas station there was only one more leg of my journey to go, 
which was the three hour walk all downhill into Goldstream Park by 5 
pm, 17 hours since | began, and a whole hour before the park closed. 
| sat down at a picnic table and ate the rest of my rations and drank 
the rest of my coffee. All | had to do from there was walk out of the 
park and get on a transit bus the rest of the way to Victoria. | was so 
tired on the bus ride back that | had a hard time staying awake. 


The first night back in Victoria | was completely homeless. All | could 
do was walk around with my heavy bags and sit down to rest on the 
benches. | was walking really slowly because | was in considerable 
knee pain from walking for hours downhill. 


| was put up for one night sleeping on cushions on the floor at a 
friend’s apartment. He let me leave my big black bag at his place 
temporarily, so | just had my paper bag to carry, which was a breeze. 
| was then able to go out and collect empties. | would be out 
collecting empties until late, and would stash them in Beacon Hill Park 
until | came to get them, wash them, and take them to the store. | 
tried to sleep on a park bench in the Park, but it was so cold and 
windy that | nearly froze to death, even with my big coat and a 
blanket. | wound up in level two hypothermia, which is uncontrollable 
shaking. That meant | had no more than 15 minutes to warm up my 
body temperature before | would go into level three hypothermia 
which is convulsions like an epileptic would have, 
and it’s always fatal. 


The next day | went busking for money to buy tea. 
There were times like when | was busking in front 
of the Carnegie Building for only about ten minutes 
and a guy gave me a $20 bill. Another time it was 
4 o'clock in the morning. | was at the Causeway 
singing a short excerpt of a song, and | heard a 
man call me to him. When | got there, he gave me 
a cigarette pack. Inside the pack was two 
cigarettes, an American $5 bill, and two Canadian $5 bills. | was so 
moved by his generosity that | called him a Saint. He said he wasn't. 


Another time | was outside the Empress Hotel with a big bag of 
empties. It had just rained the night before but there was a huge pile 
of cigarette butts in the ashtray. | proclaimed out loud that | knew 
what to do with all those butts and my empties. A man came up to me 
and handed me a $20 bill. 


| was homeless for about a month, only being able to be put up for 
one night at my friend’s place occasionally. On the third day back in 
Victoria | was able to get some sleep at the Open Door which was a 
Godsend. On another night | went down to the beach where a couple 
had lit a fire. | had to walk really slowly because of the considerable 
knee pain. | spent the night collecting firewood so that the couple 
could cuddle. The couple left at about three o’clock in the morning. | 
got up one last time, collected a whole bunch more wood, and got the 
fire blazing before lying down next to it and sleeping for a few hours. 


While | was homeless | ate really well. People would give me pizza 
while | was busking, and | would even get a few beers. After about a 
month, | went to the welfare office to see if | could get some 
assistance. Instead, my worker called the police. As the police came 
in the door, | said “I didn’t know that it was illegal to be homeless.” 
The police sat down next to me and assured me that | was only going 
to be put in the Psych Ward. | had three bags of empties with me, 
which the worker said | could store there until | picked them up later. 
The Outreach Worker in the office came with me to the hospital and 
bought me a pack of smokes while | was waiting in Emergency. 


| was in the Psych ward for three months. | got out May 12", 2003, 
into my new suite with bay windows and an incredible view. | have 
been here over a year now. There is one thing for sure, and that is 
that | am never going to run away again. | had to take pain reliever for 
my knees for two months before the pain went away. That was a 
wake up call — the Malahat is scary as there is only a narrow gap in 
between the concrete meridian and the cars going zooming past at 
highway speeds. 


| have got the means to support my needs now, and make deposits 
into my bank account with the money | make selling this newspaper. | 
would like to personally thank you for your support, and | hope you will 
buy another Street Newz in the future. 


Written by Delisle Doucet - Street Newz vendor 





10 facts about the Hidden Homeless 
reprinted from www. raisingtheroof.org/Irn-hh-index.cfm 


1. Every community in Canada has homeless people, even if you don't see them on the street. 


2. Most homeless 
verge of eviction. 


eople don't live on the street. More than 80% of Canada's homeless are improperly housed or on the 
any are sleeping in temporary beds - with friends or relatives, in church basements, in welfare motels, 


in abandoned buildings and vehicles, and in other sites away from the public eye. 


3. About one-in-seven users of shelters across Canada is a child. Compared to children with permanent homes, homeless 


children suffer more from lack of educational Sp pO NEES: infection, obesity, anemia, injuries, burns, 
er more injuries, sexually transmitted diseases, mental health problems, 


delays and incomplete immunization; youth su 
and pregnancies. 


developmental 


4. AS women generally earn less than men, women are more vulnerable to becoming homeless. 


5. Newcomers to the rental housing market, especially youn 
housing that they cannot afford. They are often one paychec 


people, immigrants and refugees, are often required to rent 
away from eviction. 


6. Many seniors face eviction due to fixed incomes and increased rents and taxes. Ensuring seniors stay adequately and 


appropriately housed prevents them from being part of the hidden homeless and ending up visibly homeless or in 


ospitals. 


7. Young people also make up the hidden homeless. Many homeless youth are living in shelters or bunking with friends - 


many are fleeing abusive situations. 


8. The working poor, often single parents with young children, end up living in crowded housing as they are unable to afford 


a decent place to live while feeding and clothing their children. 


9. The hidden homeless are at risk of long-term physical and emotional harm. The longer anyone remains homeless, the 


greater the social and economic costs. 


10. As a society we all pay for the tragedy of homelessness. 


10 things you can do to help 


1. Volunteer and contribute to the work of a local charity or community group in your town or city working to assist the 


homeless and create housing. 


2. Start an innovative project like a local rent or utility bank to assist low-income families and individuals. 


3. Ask your municipality to allow homeowners to create apartments or second suites their homes. These can be the least 
expensive form of rental accommodation and can help families become homeowners. 


4. Organize a Raising the Roof Toque Campaign in your community. 


5. Support the work of Raising the Roof, Canada's national homelessness charity, by making a donation. 


6. Invite speakers on homelessness and noin to meetings of your local school council, religious group, labour union or 


business council. Start or join an organization t 


at is working on long-term solutions to homelessness. 


7. Advocate for more affordable housing in your community and across the nation. 


8. Secure support services to help people maintain their housing. 


9. Get community support for affordable housing initiatives in your area. Get the manual, "Yes in My Back Yard" from the 


Community Choice Coalition. 


10. Volunteer with an organization that addresses homelessness in your community. 


Victoria's Housing CHALLENGE 


Victoria's Community Social Planning Council invites groups and 
individuals to take up the Housing CHALLENGE. Their goal is to 
encourage, by 2006, one thousand more low-income households that 
are safe, decent, and affordable places to call home. 


Working independently, but collaboratively, the Community Council's 
Quality of Life CHALLENGE (qolchallenge.ca), the Housing Affordability 
Partnership (HAP - www.housingaffordability.ca), and the 

Regional Housing Affordability Strategy 

(RHAS - www.crd.bc.ca/regplan/rgs/reports/strategic/index.htm) share a 
common goal of increasing housing affordability. 


More information about poverty, homelessness, & housing: 


CEDCO Victoria’s Housing Trust (photo right): 
www.cedco.bc.ca 


Victoria’s Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 
http:/Awww2.povnet.org/taps 


A Searchable Website for information about poverty in B.C.: 
www.povnet.org 


About the Hidden Homeless: 
www.hiddenhomeless.ca/ 


Homeless Search Engine: 
www.sparesomechange.com/ 


BC Homelessness & Health Research: 
www.bchhrn.ihpr.ubc.ca 


Alberta based research team assessing housing & health issues: 
www.housingandhealth.ca 


A national forum for issues of homelessness & poverty in Canada: 
www.streetlevel.ca 
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TEACHING, AND LEARNING. 


As she stood in front of her 5th grade class on the very first day of 
school, she told the children an untruth. Like most teachers, she looked 
at her students and said that she loved them all the same. However, that 
was impossible, because there in the front row, slumped in his seat, was 
a little boy named Teddy Stoddard. 


Mrs. Thompson had watched Teddy the year before and noticed that he 
did not play well with the other children, that his clothes were messy and 
that he constantly needed a bath. In addition, Teddy could be 
unpleasant. 


It got to the point where Mrs. Thompson would actually take delight in 
marking his papers with a broad red pen, making bold X's and then 
putting a big "F" at the top of his papers. At the school where Mrs. 
Thompson taught, she was required to review each child's past records 
and she put Teddy's off until last. However, when she reviewed his file, 
she was in for a surprise. Teddy's first grade teacher wrote, "Teddy is a 
bright child with a ready laugh. He does his work neatly and has good 
manners .... he is a joy to be around.." 


His second grade teacher wrote, "Teddy is an 
excellent student, well liked by his classmates, 
but he is troubled because his mother has a 
terminal illness and life at home must be a 
struggle." 


His third grade teacher wrote, "His mother's 
death has been hard on him. He tries to do his 
best, but his father doesn't show much interest 
and his home life will soon affect him if some 
steps aren't taken." 


Teddy's fourth grade teacher wrote, "Teddy is 
withdrawn and doesn't show much interest in 
school. He doesn't have many friends and he 
sometimes sleeps in class." 


By now, Mrs. Thompson realized the problem 

and she was ashamed of herself. She felt even 

worse when her students brought her Christmas 

presents, wrapped in beautiful ribbons and bright 

paper, except for Teddy's. His present was 

clumsily wrapped in the heavy, brown paper that 

he got from a grocery bag. Mrs. Thompson took 

pains to open it in the middle of the other 

presents. Some of the children started to laugh 

when she found a rhinestone bracelet with some 

of the stones missing, and a bottle that was one- 

quarter full of perfume.. But she stifled the 

children's laughter when she exclaimed how 

pretty the bracelet was, putting it on, and dabbing some of the perfume 
on her wrist. Teddy Stoddard stayed after school that day just long 
enough to say, "Mrs. Thompson, today you smelled just like my Mom 
used to." After the children left, she cried for at least an hour. 


On that very day, she quit teaching reading, writing and arithmetic. 
Instead, she began to teach children. Mrs. Thompson paid particular 
attention to Teddy. As she worked with him, his mind seemed to come 


1872 Rules for Teachers 


Urban legend, or tact? 


Teachers each day will fill lamps, clean chimneys. 


Each teacher will bring a bucket of water and a scuttle of coal for 
the day’s session. 


Make your pens carefully. You may whittle nibs to the individual 
taste of the pupils. 


Men teachers may take one evening each week for courting 
purposes, or two evenings a week if they go to church regularly. 


After ten hours in school, the teachers may spend the remaining 
time reading the Bible or other good books. 


Women teachers who marry or engage in unseemly conduct will be 
dismissed. 


Every teacher should lay aside from each day pay a goodly sum of 
his earnings for his benefit during his declining years so that he will 
not become a burden on society. 


Any teacher who smokes, uses liquor in any form, frequents pool or 
public halls, or gets shaved in a barber shop will give good reason to 
suspect his worth, intention, integrity, and honesty. 


The teacher who performs his labor faithfully and without fault for 
five years will be given an increase of twenty-five cents per week in 
his pay, providing the Board of Education approves. 


alive. The more she encouraged him, the faster he responded. By the 
end of the year, Teddy had become one of the smartest children in the 
class and, despite her lie that she would love all the children the same, 
Teddy became one of her "teacher's pets." 


A year later, she found a note under her door, from Teddy, telling her 
that she was still the best teacher he ever had in his whole life. 

Six years went by before she got another note from Teddy. He then 
wrote that he had finished high school, third in his class, and she was 
still the best teacher he ever had in life. 


Four years after that, she got another letter, saying that while things had 
been tough at times, he'd stayed in school, had stuck with it, and would 
soon graduate from college with the highest of honors. He assured Mrs. 
Thompson that she was still the best and favorite teacher he had ever 
had in his whole life. 


Then four more years passed and yet another letter came. This time he 

explained that after he got his bachelor's degree, he decided to go a little 
further, that she was still the best and favorite teacher 
he ever had. But now his name was a little longer. The 
letter was signed Theodore F. Stoddard, MD. 


The story does not end there. You see, there was yet 
another letter that Spring. Teddy said he had met this 
girl and was going to be married. He explained that his 
father had died a couple of years ago and he was 
wondering if Mrs. Thompson might agree to sit at the 
wedding in the place that was usually reserved for the 
mother of the groom. 


Of course, Mrs. Thompson did. And guess what? She 
wore that bracelet, the one with several rhinestones 
. missing. Moreover, she made sure she was wearing the 
= perfume that Teddy remembered his mother wearing on 
their last Christmas together. 


J They hugged each other, and Dr. Stoddard whispered in 
Mrs. Thompson's ear, "Thank you for believing in me. 
| Thank you so much for making me feel important and 
showing me that | could make a difference." 


=. Mrs. Thompson, with tears in her eyes, whispered back. 
She said, "Teddy, you have it all wrong. You were the 
one who taught me that | could make a difference | 
didn't know how to teach until | met you! " 


| (For those of you who don't know, Teddy Stoddard is 
1 the Dr. at lowa Methodist in Des Moines that has the 
œ~] Stoddard Cancer Wing.) 


Submitted by Glen who wrote: “Without Mrs. Thompson's act of 
kindness Teddy might have had an address somewhere on skid- 
row...how many times has that happened? | knew a kid in jr. high 
school who had a permanent "kick Me" sign on his back...we_all 
went out of our way to pick on him! | can't even remember his name 
or what ever happened to him...| hope he made out OK...| hope he 
had a Mrs. Thompson!” 


editor’s note: me too. 





CARTS - Christian Actions Reflecting the Spirit 


If you’ve been around town for a while you may remember that 
the Beacon Bus distributed food to hungry Victorians. A group of 
concerned citizens, some formerly involved with the Beacon Bus, 
have transformed the Bus concept into CARTS - Christian 
Actions Reflecting the Spirit. Each Friday they gather at 6:45 pm 
in the parking lot at Blanshard & Yates, fill up their carts with the 
week’s offerings, and wander through town distributing nutritious 
food, smiles, and words of encouragement. Their journey takes 
them to Aids Vancouver Island at Blanshard and Cormorant (avi. 
org), then through Centennial Square to the Street Link shelter 
(coolaid.org). 


The intent of CARTS is to “help alleviate hardships for those 
facing homelessness or the 

prospect of homelessness,” 

explains Kathy Kossen. 

From a variety of diverse 

faith backgrounds, the 

CARTS folk bring more than 

just a nutritious snack - they 

also offer kind words, friendly 

smiles, genuine concern, and 

sometimes even hugs to 

those less fortunate. One of 

the CARTS volunteers said 

he’s seen a substantial 

increase in the numbers of 

homeless people during the 

past few years. More than 

just statistics, Kathy and her 

friends know many of the street folk by name, a little bit about 
their circumstances, and their favourite foods. 


Gary’s been involved since August of 2003. He’s there almost 
every Friday because he attains “a feeling of goodness that I’ve 
done something useful and helpful.” The night | attended, | met 


Joanne - an Anglican Priest from Saskatchewan. Joanne was in 
Victoria on sabbatical, doing a bit of research for a Street Outreach 
they’re planning to create in Saskatoon. She’d heard of CARTS’ 
successes, and was “interested in seeing how it works and what it 
feels like.” 


The CARTS recipients were clearly delighted to see their Friday 
friends. Bruce said “I enjoy coming out and seeing the people. | 
know Kathy and Charon from the Beacon Bus, and I’m glad they’re 
doing something they enjoy. People appreciate CARTS.” One 
fellow, who preferred to remain anonymous, was thankful the CARTS 
folk were there to help him out through the winter. “With hot 
chocolate, bananas, cookies ... seeing them with hot coffee at 8 
o'clock at night is like a 
godsend,” he said. Another 
anonymous recipient said he 
| appreciates “celery, carrots ... 
most of the stuffs pretty 
healthy.” 


CARTS volunteers Judy and Ed 
are particularly popular - they 
distribute homemade chocolate 
| chip cookies. “I’ve got a team of 
bakers,” Judy explained, “we 
each make a batch a month. 

_ With every cookie | make | think 
of the pleasure of giving it out.” 
Ed carries the basket of cookies 

* each week, 90 cookies in total. 

“We like getting out and seeing the people,” he said. 


For more information contact Kathy Kossen at 
dylanquicksilver@yahoo.ca. 


Story written by Janine Bandcroft 


Wayne Tribull - gone, but not forgotten 


There are sure a lot of interesting people in this world, with as 
many diverse opinions as there are grains of sand on the 
seashore. One man | spoke with, during a non-violent civil 
disobedience rally at UVic in the springtime, said he simply 
couldn’t understand what all the disruption was about. | tried to 
explain that many people are being affected by legislation 
implemented by the BC Liberal majority government, that some 
people are actually dying as a result of their policies, and that 
some folk feel strongly enough to make some noise about it. He 
didn’t seem to believe me, thought | was making it all up, was 
angry that his class had been disrupted. | guess life doesn’t look 
so bad from his perspective. 


Shortly thereafter | met a woman who sees it 
from a slightly different angle. She wants to 
know "when does a person go from being a l 
victim to being a problem .... at which birthday 
does that happen?" | 


That question carries a lot of weight, and 
compassion. A caring society will always find 
resources to help children, obviously victims, 
but too often those resources are replaced 
with excuses when it's about helping adults. 
Sure, adults are expected to take 
responsibility for themselves, but how easy is 
that when the game is rigged, and the deck 
stacked against you? 


Lorraine Perren and Wayne Trybull shared a 

living space for almost five years when an 

electrical fire took their home in March, 2001. 

After a week in a hotel, compliments of the Red Cross, they 
received some help from the Salvation Army and the Open Door, 
and eventually Lorraine found a room at the Sandy Merriman 
House. Wayne ended up on the streets, and died there. 


Wayne was an alcoholic, Lorraine explained to me, but he was a 
good man who brought her much happiness. Lorraine 
understands the source of Wayne's addiction - "he was from an 
alcoholic family, he was beat up," and she believes he was a 
victim of fetal alcohol syndrome. "I was the only one that was 
there for him," she remembers. 


It's tough for alcoholics to secure steady employment, and it's also 
difficult to receive treatment or find housing. One of the problems is a 
lack of beds. When Wayne approached a detox centre for treatment, 
he was told there was a waiting list. He put himself on the waiting list, 
but by the time there was space he was intoxicated and subsequently 
refused entry, Lorraine explained. 


In the late summer of 2002, Wayne was admitted into the Victoria 
General hospital and diagnosed with pneumonia. He also suffered 
from Hepititis C. After a day and a half in the hospital Wayne was 
released, according to Lorraine, at 3 o'clock in the morning onto 
rainy Victoria streets. She was unable to help him, 
because she was in a women-only shelter, so Wayne slept 
in a downtown parking lot. After three months he spent 
one night at a friend's, and that was the last time Lorraine 
| saw him alive. 


Lorraine is thankful she has a good support network. 

Reverend Al and the folks at the Open Door have provided 
_ her with friendship and a strong spiritual connection. Ata 

ceremony to celebrate Wayne's life, there was "standing 

room only," Lorraine remembers. "Wayne was 

very well known, with a great sense of humour." 


Wayne is not the only friend Lorraine has lost to the 
streets. "They're dropping like flies now,” Lorraine told me, 
“.. alot of it has to do with Hepititis C and not being well 
nutritioned." 


Lorraine's been fortunate to find homes and shelter space 

during her 15 years in Victoria. She’s aware that alcohol 

provides a release to a different, less painful, world. 
"People drink to cover their emotional and physical pain," Lorraine 
explained, "Wayne just drank to ease the pain and keep himself warm 
at night." 


| asked Lorraine what she considers to be the most important issue 
facing homeless people and, without even stopping to think about it, 
she said "housing ... housing with support ... someone you can talk 

to and trust it'll stay confidential." 


Story written by Janine Bandcroft 





Faith in Action - An Introduction and Welfare Analysis 


In January 2004 many people in faith communities in Victoria 
formed a new coalition called Faith in Action (FIA). 


The Ministry of Human Resources planned to stop income 
assistance for clients it considered to be employable and who had 
received assistance for more than two years, even if those clients 
had met all of the Ministry’s requirements to seek work during that 
period. FIA and others said it was unethical for the community to 
abandon people who need assistance. 


FIA also organized a prayer vigil at the Legislature. As public 
concern grew, the Ministry amended its plans so that employable 
clients who had exceeded the two-year limit but were actively 
looking for work would not lose benefits. This was a welcome 
change but FIA felt it was necessary to continue to look into the 
welfare program in BC and other issues such as homelessness. 


This note provides background information on the welfare program. 
CASELOAD DEFINITIONS 


The Ministry of Human Resources, under a program called the BC 
Employment and Assistance Program (BCEA), administers welfare 
in BC. There are two main types of cases: (1) cases in which the 
client has been designated as a person with disabilities (PWD); and 
(2) temporary assistance cases. 


PWD CASES 


Under the Employment and Assistance for Persons with Disabilities 
Act, “person with disabilities” refers to a person who is at least 18 
years of age, with a severe physical or mental impairment, that is 
expected to continue for at least two years and who: 


e İs significantly restricted in his or her ability to perform daily 
living activities; and 


e Requires assistance with daily living activities from another 
person, an assistive device or an assistance animal. 


The PWD designation is intended to identify persons with the most 
severe disabling circumstances. 


TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE CASES 


Persons receiving temporary assistance under the Employment and 
Assistance Act are organized into four categories: temporarily 
excused from employment obligations; persons with persistent 
multiple barriers to employment; expected to work- medical 
condition; and expected to work. Many of these clients have 
disabilities that are serious and require support for an extended 
period although they don’t meet the PWD criteria. 


Temporarily Excused from Employment-Related Obligations - 
A person may be temporarily excused from employment-related 
obligations under section 29(4) of the EA Regulation if he or she: 


o Is responsible for a child under the age of three or for a child or 
a spouse with a physical or mental condition; 


resides in a special care facility or private hospital or is in 
hospital because he/she requires extended care; 


is participating in a treatment or rehabilitation program; 


has separated from abusive spouse/relative within previous 6 
months; or 


has reached 65 years. 


Persons with Persistent Multiple Barriers to Employment 
(PPMB) - The qualifying criteria under Section 2 of the EA 
Regulations are: 


o for at least 12 of the past 15 months the client has received 
income assistance, hardship assistance or disability assistance; and 
one of the following: 


o The client has a medical condition that seriously impedes the 
client’s ability to search for, accept or continue employment; and 
the client has barriers that impede the client’s ability to search 
for, accept or continue in employment and has taken all 
reasonable steps to overcome those barriers; or 


o The client has a medical condition that precludes the client 
from searching for, accepting or continuing employment. 


Expected to Work — Medical condition: Introduced in April 2004, 
this category includes clients with temporary medical, drug or mental 
health conditions that interfere with their ability to participate in 
employment. Previously these clients were reported in the 
Temporarily Excused Category. In the new category they must now 
comply with Employment Plans tailored to their condition. to help them 
move towards increase employability. 


Expected to Work: This category includes any clients not included 
under the previous categories. They are required to comply with an 
Employment Plan. 


CASELOAD STATISTICS - TABLE 1 BCEA CASELOAD STATS 
(From May 2004 BCEA Cases by Program Report on Ministry Website 
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Note 1: Avg. number of cases per month for the years 1996 and 2001 


DISCUSSION 


In 1995 the NDP government administered the welfare program under 
a program called Guaranteed Available Income for Need (“GAIN”). 
There were 22,167 PWD cases. The number of temporary assistance 
cases was at a record high - 192,693 cases. To reduce the number 
of temporary assistance cases, the government brought in a package 
of changes called BC Benefits that tightened eligibility requirements, 
strengthened enforcement mechanisms, and reduced some benefits. 
The number of temporary assistance cases fell dramatically. In 1991 
the number of cases had fallen to 108,855. At the same time the 
number of PWD cases had increased to 42,966. 


In 2002 the Liberal government brought in a package of changes 
called the BC Employment and Assistance Program. It introduced 
new criteria for the PWD designation and required the majority of 
those clients to reapply under the new criteria. Virtually all of the 
clients requalified under the new criteria. The number of PWD cases 
continued to increase and in May 2004 there were 52,502 cases. 


The government also brought in a number of changes to reduce the 
temporary assistance caseload. 


o Every client the Ministry considers to be employable must 
complete job search activities and job placement and training 
programs specified for that client in an individualized Employment 
Plan. Beginning in April 2004, clients with temporary medical, 
drug or mental health conditions that interfere with their ability to 
participate in employment must also comply with Employment 
Plans tailored to their condition to help move them towards 
employability. 

Job placement programs were contracted out to private agencies 
that receive payment only after clients are placed in jobs and 
remain off assistance for specified periods. The Ministry says 
more that 30,000 clients have been placed in sustainable 
employment sine June 2001. 


A time limit was introduced: Employable clients can receive 
assistance for a limited period only — a cumulative total of 24 
months out of the past 60 months. After this limit is reached, a 
single employable client is no longer eligible and other 
employable clients with children receive reduced assistance. 
Initially the time limit applied even if the client was actively 
seeking work, but the Ministry amended this policy so that a 
person actively seeking work would not lost benefits as a result of 
the time limit. 


A three-week waiting period was introduced. Before applying for 
assistance, a person must complete and document a three-week 
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self-directed work search and approach friends and family for 
help during this period. In exceptional cases a person with an 
urgent need for food, shelter or medical attention and no other 
sources of support can apply for hardship assistance. 


A two-year financial independence test was introduced. See 
discussion below. 


New classifications and criteria were introduced including 
temporarily excused; persistent multiple barriers to employment; 
expected to work — medical conditions; and expected to work. 


As a result of these changes, the temporary assistance caseload 
continued to fall and in May 2004 there were only 54,839 cases, 
one half of the average monthly caseload in 1991 and one quarter 
of the average monthly caseload in 1996. 


The Ministry attributes the caseload reduction after 2001 to the use 
of Employment Plans, the time limit, and the success of its job 
placement and training programs. However, the two-year financial 
independence test and other restrictions on applications have also 
reduced the number of new applications. 


Two-Year Financial Independence Test: 

To be eligible for assistance an applicant must demonstrate that for 
two consecutive years he or she has been financially independent 
(has worked 840 hours or earned at least $7,000 in each of two 
consecutive years). The main exemptions under s. 18 of the EA 
regulation are as follows: 


Persons with a two-year diploma, bachelor degree or higher; 
Persons with a medical condition that, in the opinion of the 
Ministry, currently prevents them from working; or that 
prevented them from working for at least six months during the 
two years immediately preceding application. 

Persons who were supported by an employed spouse for at 
least 2 years; or a portion of two years and were financially 
independent on their own for the balance of the two-year period; 
Persons with a PWD designation.; persons under age 19; 
persons with dependent children, pregnant women; persons 
who have fled abuse within the past six months; and persons 
who live with and care for a spouse with disabilities. 


The policy is intended to prevent young, single, employable persons 
who have not completed a post secondary program from qualifying 
for income assistance in order to encourage them to become self 
sufficient. However, many of these persons have significant 
barriers to employment including limited life-skills, minimal 
employment history, literacy concerns or disabilities such as fetal 
alcohol spectrum disorder, and attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder. They need help to develop life skills and job readiness to 
become self reliant and financially independent. They often lack the 
skills and support to organize and present the documentation 
necessary to qualify under the exemption for medical conditions. As 
a result, many of these persons don’t apply for assistance or their 
applications are unsuccessful, although they need help. 


The composition of the BCEA caseload has changed 


The restrictions and changes that have been introduced since 1995 
have primarily affected the most employable clients. Since the 
number of employable clients has been drastically reduced, clients 
with disabilities now make up a much greater proportion of the 
caseload. In fact, based on the most recent statistics, clients with 
disabilities now make up more than 70% of the total caseload. In 
May 2004, there were 52,502 persons with a PWD designation; 
12,662 persons with persistent multiple barriers to employment and 
10,619 persons in the expected to work — medical conditions 
category. These total 75,855 or 71% of the total caseload of 
107,341. The actual percentage of clients with disabilities is 
probably much higher than 70% because there are many clients in 
the expected to work category with disabilities that are not identified 
in the application process. There are also clients in the temporarily 
excused category who have disabilities and reside in extended care 
facilities or attend treatment or rehabilitation programs. 


Public Attitudes to Welfare Programs 


While there is a broad community consensus that a compassionate 
society must provide the essentials of food, shelter and security to 
those in need and to assist them to become independent, welfare 
programs do not enjoy much public support. 


One factor may be that that most members of the community don’t 
see persons needing welfare as members of their own group. We 
usually consider that problems happening to members of our own 
group are due to circumstances while we consider similar events 
happening to members of other groups to be due to those people’s 
defects of character. As a result many people feel welfare 


programs reinforce character defects. At the same time they place 
a high priority on health care and education services. 


In the competition for public funds, welfare programs come out well 
behind health, education and many other programs. Governments 
had had a fairly free hand in reducing welfare benefits, tightening 
eligibility and reducing the caseload to reduce expenditures to help 
meet health and education expenditures. 


However, there comes a point when the caseload has been reduced 
to such an extent that there is a reasonable concern that people 
who need assistance aren’t getting the help they need. Front-line 
agencies such as the Open Door in Victoria report that they see 
clients in need on a regular basis who are not receiving income 
assistance. 


Members of the community generally and especially members of 
faith communities need to register with the government a concern 
that welfare program may have been cut back too much and that 
there is a need for an independent review to assess who is being 
left out. Welfare programs are just as important to building a 
compassionate society as health and education programs. 


For more information about FAITH in ACTION: 


c/o Church of St. John the Divine 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC V8W 2L5 

Tel (250) 383-7169, 

info@bcfaithinaction.ca, www.bcfaithinaction.ca 


Prepared August 9, 2004 for Faith in Action by John H. Minkley 
(380-7223). The views expressed are those of the writer. 


Paper Bag 


Out of the darkened doorway he slowly steps. 

Shuffling towards me on feet that have walked countless miles. 
Eyes 

gazing at the sidewalk, 

disheveled clothing, mismatched and ragged with shoes worn out 
and tired, 

toes protruding through their torn and unmendable condition. 

He stops to fidget with a paper bag in his pocket, talking aloud to 
himself about “Where was that, where was that, where was that?” 
then 

closing 

his personal conversation with a reassured iYes! there it isi, his bag 
lunch. 

He is coming nearer, suddenly looking up at me. 

He smiles at me, a toothless grin that tightly clenches my heart, 
and squeezes both fear and compassion into it. 

A nod and his gravelly gruff “hello” resonate into my ears, piercing 
my senses. 

His eyes, glazed over, reach mine. | see something in them, 
Something crying out for me to see, to notice. 

His loneliness, his pain, his past, his unloveliness. 

He is passing me, now he is gone. He is leaving me with a searing 
impression and a question for my soul. 

Gone into the dark night, so dark in many ways. 

| turn, and | catch one last glimpse, | see myself, my hurts, my 
fears, the same loneliness. 

In one sudden moment, my heart responds with a new awareness 
of love, 

love for the unloveable, love for myself. 

One small planet, inhabited by all of us. One small planet, we can 
share with all. 

One moment realized it could have so easily been myself, 
Fumbling for my paper bag, fumbling for my life. 


Written by Kathy Kossen 
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Celebrating Community Art 


Ken Faulks’ and Martin Batchelor’s “Park Dreams” refers 
to the physical actions of players and spectators in an 
outdoor atmosphere of sunlight and skies. 


“Park Dreams” is located on the western wall of 
Victoria’s Royal Athletic Park on Caledonia Avenue 
between Quadra and Cook streets. 


For more information: 


Ken Faulks: 
www.kenfaulks.com/ 
kfaulks@islandnet.com 


Martin Batchelor Gallery 
712 Cormorant St., 
(250) 385 7919 


Know your Reverend Als 


Reverend Al 
Sharpton wants to 
secure the right to 
vote, the right to 
quality health 
care, and the right 
to quality 
education. 


Reverend Al Tysick 
oversees the Open 
Door - Victoria’s 
downtown 'living 
room’. He would 
like to see some 
real solutions to 
poverty and 
homelessness. 
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The world turned upside down 


According to www.diggers.org/english_diggers.htm, “the Diggers 
were a group of agrarian communists who flourished in England in 
1649-50 and were led by Gerrard Winstanley and William 
Everard. The Diggers believed that since the English Civil War 
had been fought against the King and the landowners, and with 
Charles | executed, land should then be made available to the 
poor to cultivate.” 


In sixteen forty nine, to St George's Hill 
a ragged band they called the Diggers came 
to show the peoples' will 
they defied the Landlords, they defied the laws 
they were the dispossessed, reclaiming what was theirs 


"We come in peace" they said, to dig and sow 
we come to work the lands in common and to make the 
wastegrounds grow 
this earth divided, we will make whole 
so it will be a common treasury for all 


The sin of property, we do disdain 
no man has any right to buy and sell the earth for private gain 
by theft and murder, they took the land 
now everywhere the walls spring up at their command 


They make the laws, to chain us well 
the clergy dazzle us with heaven or they damn us into hell 
we will not worship, the god they serve 
the god of greed who feeds the rich while poor man starve 


We work, we eat together, we need no swords 
we will not bow to the masters or pay rent to the lords 
we are free men, though we are poor 
you diggers all stand up for glory stand up now 


From the men of property, the orders came 
they sent the hired men and troopers 
to wipe out the Diggers' claim 
tear down their cottages, destroy their corn 
they were dispersed, but still the vision lingers on 


You poor take courage, you rich take care 
this earth was made a common treasury for everyone to share 
all things in common, all people one 
we come in peace, the orders came to cut them down 


Lyrics by Leon Rosselson, 1975 





CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
This month’s theme — the French Revolution 





Across 


1. William Blake’s 1790 poem about a marriage of two opposing 
ideas, the other being hell. 


4. French for “park.” 
7. French for “security.” 


8. “Winners” of the mid-1800" Century French and Indian 
war (in Canada). 





10. In French, a tax levied on land not owned by the nobles. 


11. Along with merchants, professional people & labourers, this 
class was known in France as the Third Estate. 





14. French for “who.” 


15. In “A Treatise on the Social Compact (1762),” he wrote 
“whosoever refuses to pay obedience to the general will, shall be 
liable to be compelled to it by the force of the whole body.” 


17. French for “test” 


19. Charles de Secondat, Baron de Montesquieu (1690-1755) 
wanted shared power between the King, Nobles, and the Third 
Estate. He asked for a constitution based on checks and these. 





20. In 1790 Mary Wollstonecraft responded to Edmund Burke’s 
criticism of the French Revolution — and his justification of the 
"inherited rights of the monarchy” — with an essay titled “A 
Vindication of the Rights of Men.” In this chapter she wrote: 
“Where is the eye that marks these evils, more gigantic than any of 
the infringements of poverty which you piously deprecate?” 


Down 


2. French for “Blue,” or Côte d’???. 


3. Along with the clergy, this class had many excessive privileges 
prior to the French Revolution. 


5. The Constitution of 1793 included the Declaration of the ???? of 
Man and of the Citizen. 


6. This author of Frankenstein was born in 1797 to William Godwin 
and Mary Wollstonecraft — who died shortly after giving birth. Mary 
Jr. married Percy the poet in 1816. 


8. The commander of this prison was murdered during the revolution because hungry peasants had heard that King Louis XVI dispatched troops to Versaille. 


9. The” ???? of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen” says “Government is established to guarantee to man the enjoyment of his natural and inalienable 
rights ... these rights are equality, liberty, security, and property.” 


12. The King mentioned in 5 down. 
13. Along with the right to liberty, security, and property, this right was promoted. 


16. In a Contract of this type, 1762 Jean Jacques Rousseau wrote: “I shall end this chapter and this book by remarking on a fact on which the whole social 
system should rest: i.e., that, instead of destroying natural inequality, the fundamental compact substitutes, for such physical inequality as nature may have 
set up between men, an equality that is moral and legitimate, and that men, who may be unequal in strength or intelligence, become every one equal by 
convention and legal right.” 

18. In French, a lapse of memory, or “??? De mémoire.” 


19. French for “blue.” 


Those who love not their fellow-beings live unfruitful lives, 
and prepare for their old age a miserable grave." 


Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822) 


Answers to July’s crossword. Theme - The Sixties 


Across 


2. Pierre Burton wrote a 1966 collection of essays called The Cool Crazy Committed World of the Sixties. 





5. Michael Caine was charter member of the 1960's anti-establishment "Swinging Set," dubbed Britain's "New Aristocracy." 

8. Tin Pan Alley, in NYC, was frequented by musicians, songwriters, and publishers of popular music from 1885 to the 1960's. 
9. Richard Milhous Nixon was Vice President of the US from 1953-1960, and 37th President of the US. 

10. Ed Dorn studied at the U of Illinois and Black Mountain College, and wrote "The Cosmology of Finding Your Place." 


11. Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring, described as "a courageous revelation of the forces that modern man has brought into being in his ruthless war on life, an 
eloquent protest in behalf of the unity of all nature, a protest in behalf of life." 


Down 


1. Funk & Wagnall’s Dictionary, 1973, defined hippies as "one of a group of people, typically young people, whose strikingly unconventional dress and behavior, marked 
especially by the use of psychedelic drugs, express withdrawal from or nonparticipation in conventional, middle-class life and indifference to its values." 


2. A strategist from the Pentagon said, according to Buckminster Fuller in I Seem to be a Verb, "there could have been pauses between each new category of military 
targets, to give Hanoi a chance to decide whether the price was worth the candle, but we erred in increasing the pressure so slowly that they could accommodate to each 
new level of pain fairly easily." 





3. Founded in ‘21, the Council on Foreign Relations headquarters has seen secretaries of state, CIA directors, newspaper editors, and corporate executives. In 1957-58 
GE published Henry Kissinger’s "Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy” report. 


4. Barbara Tuchman (1912-89) won the Pulitzer Prize for The Guns of August & Stilwell and the American Experience in China. 





6. In 1972 Gloria Steinem helped found Ms. Magazine, and in the early 80's wrote Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions. 





7. Poet Anne Waldman was raised in Greenwich Village, co-founded "Angel Hair," and directed St. Mark's Poetry project 68-78. 





Update from Cathedral Grove 


1pm Monday July 12, 2004 Legislative Building - Victoria, BC 


Water, Land, and Air Protection Minister Bill Barisoff shook my hand as 

| entered his office behind Chief Judith Sayers of Hupacasath First 
Nation(Port Aberni), Annette Tanner of the Western Canada Wilderness 
Committee Mid-Island Chapter, and Richard Dean - a retired Port Alberni 
businessman. We stayed for a full hour, briefing the Minister about the 
need for public safety to be addressed immediately in Cathedral Grove, a 
forum for meaningful public input into long term changes, and a 
moratorium on logging and construction in the floodplain of the Cameron 
River where a proposed parking lot is planned. We presented thousands of 
petitions supporting these solutions for an international landmark of 
primeval forest. 


Noticeably silent through the entire meeting were MLA Gillian Trumper, 
WLAP Supervisor of Parks Dick Heath, and a Minister’s Aid who recorded 
the entire conversation with a tape recorder. 


Each one of use spoke on subjects related to our expertise. | was able 

to engage the Minister about his love of the sport of fly fishing and 

use that subject to introduce the hydrological assessments that prove that the 
Cameron River changes course every year making the entire floodplain 
susceptible to flooding and erosion. The new gravel shoulders from the 
widening of the highway through this old growth forest have already been 
washing out, changing the flow of water. This is a very real danger to the 
Douglas Fir trees who do not like having wet roots and will die. 


Near the close of the meeting Minister Barisoff claimed to have spoken 

with many different “stackholders” and reviewed many alternatives for 
parking in Cathedral Grove. A statement that he repeated several times 
was; "Something about my upbringing makes me act commonsensical.” He 
uses this to preface his claim that not everyone can be appeased or 
satisfied, therefore the site for the proposed parking lot was the best 
solution. 


2pm Tuesday July 13, 2004 Cathedral Grove 


Unannounced, and with no fan-fare or media in attendance, Minister 
Barisoff, MLA Gillian Trumper, MLA Judith Reid, and WLAP Supervisor of 
Parks Dick Heath arrived at the entrance to the proposed parking lot in 
Cathedral Grove. 


They were greeted by a few of the concerned citizens who have been 
living there for the past few months to protect the forest from logging 
and construction. The politicians spoke briefly, observed a number of 
tree platforms high up in the trees, and then walked to the proposed 
site for the parking lot. There they were greeted by tree-sitters high 
up in the canopy. Back at the highway they crossed the highway and 
looked at the Telus fiber optic line which has been suggested as an 
alternative route and parking area. 


Having been alerted by cell-phone, | and others began to arrive one the 
scene. | found MLA Gillian Trumper exhausted and sitting in the forest along 
the newly built Culturally Modified Tree Trail. She agreed that is was nice and 
cool in the shade and | reminded her that when Weyerhaeuser clear-cuts the 
area there will be no shade. | found the Minister looking at a giant Cedar 

tree that had been burnt and hollowed out at the base many years ago in 

an attempt to fell it for a canoe. | proceeded to video tape this 

unique situation. | also gave the Minister a mini-tour of the CMT trail 

and pointed out several significant trees and commented on their 
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Origins. | was able to show him a tree that had been 
stripped of its bark approximately 150 years ago near a tree 
that | witnessed being stripped a month ago by a first 
nations elder. 


The group stopped briefly at the Fiber Optics road where | 
was able to explain that it lead back to the present day 
parking lot near Cameron Lake. Dick Heath asked where 
the Weyerhaeuser logging road was located. | explained 
that it started about 200 meters from where they stood, and 
was 90 meters wide and 2 km long. They decided that they 
could not walk but would drive to the other end where the 
gate is located. | followed them there but they chose not to 
get out of their vehicle. | reminded them that Weyerhaeuser 
had offered to make a deal regarding the 106 hectares of 
land which this road runs and that Chief Judith Sayers had 
suggested a solution that could see the significant 
expansion of Cathedral Grove Park without the government 
having to come up with new money. 


| am hopeful that a solution will be found so that the park 
and be expanded, the wetland can be protected, the 
highway and parking can be made safer, and the protectors 
of the forest can relax their vigilance. 


yours, 
Richard Boyce, BFA, MFA 
Producer/Director 

Island Bound Media Works 
P.O. Box 135 Errington 
British Columbia VOR 1V0 
Phone: (250) 248-3682 


e-mail: richard@boyce.net 
website: http://wemakevideo.com 


If a tree falls in the forest ... 
... does anybody read it? 


For every 5000 books published on 100% post consumer 
waster, chlorine free, old growth free paper, the following 
resources are saved: 


24 trees 
2196 pounds of solid waste 
2416 gallons of water 
3151 kilowatt hours of electricity 
3992 pounds of greenhouse gases 
17 pounds of HAPS, VOCS, and AOX combined 
6 cubic yards of landfill space. 


Information courtesy of New Society Publishers 
www.newsociety.com, 1-800-567-6772, 
info@newleafpaper.com 





ASK MARGARET DRYSDALE 


Often confused with the fictitious Beverly Hillbillies character, this banker's wife - and self-defined princess - offers discrete advice to businessmen, 
preferably CEO's, with large inheritances, À staunch believer in global corporate capitalism, 
Margaret is thrilled to offer her feminine wiles to Street Newz. 


Dear Margaret, 


My creative advertising staff are revolting! Despite 
the repeated thrashings they're received for 
portraying children as free-thinking individuals, 
those pinko commie hippies continue to create 
subversive messages that undermine my ultimate 
goal - to control the hearts and minds of all the 
world’s citizens. What do you recommend? 


Simon Froid, 
Head Honcho, 
Maelstrom Communications 


| understand what you mean. Lately I’ve experienced 
confused feelings after a few hours of basking in the 
warmth of corporate advertising. Normally | emerge from 
such study sessions with q clear vision of my consumer 
responsibilities, aware that my prime objective is to shop 
and thereby perpetuate child labour and sweatshops - real 
jobs for otherwise unworthy individuals. During the past 
few weeks, however, I’ve been receiving mixed messages. It 
seems the pictures and the words are somehow misaligned. 


Margaret's website 
choice of the month 


hitp://pimpsuits.net/ 


Pimp Suits 


Pimp Suits is your one stop Pimp 
Clothes shop. All products 
offered are great for Bachelor 
Parties, Halloween, New Years, 
and just about every day of the 
weak. We carry it all: Pim 
Clothes, Pimp Uiatufés, Pirap 
Hats, Jumbo Afro Wigs, Pimp 
Shoes, Removable Gold Teeth 
Caps, Pimp Jewelry, Hos! 
Costumes and Accessori¢s, Pimp 
Cases, and more. 


Fear is the only solution, Mr. Froid. If you are to succeed in turning all artists into corporate slaves, you must remind 
them daily that their mortgage, their SUV loan, and little Timmy’s College scholarships, is on the line. Unless your drones 
completely surrender their creative talents to Malestrom Communications, there will be no future for them and their 


families. 


People must learn that the media is the only source of truth, and you must control that truth! Buy up all the graphic art 
schools, art teachers, art books, and any other art related commodities, and check out the Generic Gene Splicing 
Corporation's newest line of robotic artisan technology. Do it now, Mr. Froid, the future of the free world is at steak! 


Consumingly yours, Margaret Drysdale 


Margaret Drysdale’s faithful hound, and valued adviser. 


Send your queries or 
comments to Princess 
Margaret Drysdale c/o 


streetnewz@cedco.bc.ca. 


in all seriousness ... 


many thanks to the folks 
who rescued Margaret 
recently from her near death 
experience with the other, 
bigger doggie. 





Bodhi’s Path.. A serial 
Episode One 


Gate’, gate’, gate’-Para-gate’- para-Sam.- gate’-Bodhi- Saha! 
(Gone, gone, gone,-Beyond even beyond -into full enlightenment-So 
be it!) 

Old Sanscrit Prayer 


He liked to arrive early for appoints. It gave him an 
opportunity to centre on his intent. He began by counting breaths. 
Taking his mala beads from his wrist, he began silently to repeat 
the sounds of age old: “Au-ma-Ni-pa-dm-AO” (Jewel in the heart of 
the lotus’) Mantra. He was sitting on the tumble down stones of the 
retaining wall when Albert Carson ambled up the path dressed in 
wrinkled orderly scrubs and beat up canvas runners. He was well 
over six feet, bent over at the top from years of avoiding the fascist 
designs of the short world with its low doorways. 


When he saw Bodhi, his long undertaker’s face with its 
seven o’clock shadow and his black deep sunken eyes had a 
dispute over whether it wanted to express complete disinterest or 
distain, his gimlet eyes opted for easier dismissal as he looked 
Bodhi over top to bottom: shaved bald with a single gold ear stud 
in each ear lobe, John Lennon style glasses. Unlike Albert's own 
almost prison pallor, Bodhi was uniformly tanned. He was wearing 
a brown martial arts jacket over a loose pair of olive drab pants 
with big pockets and sandals on his small feet. Bodhi’s face 
softened as he looked up at Albert’s approach into a quiet half 
smile under his auburn walrus mustache. His pale green eyes 
looked up in a disconcertingly direct way. He had the real estate 
listings of the want ads under his arm. He gasshoed, palms 
together in respectful greeting. 


Albert grunted, stepping past him and trudged doggedly 
towards the front door oblivious to the weed infestation around him. 
A sickly overgrown silver birch obscured the front of the high 
peaked A frame’s front door. Albert went through a pocket search 
for his keys and came up empty. With a scowl he reach up to the 
edge of the eleven foot door frame and came down with two 
corroded door keys on a rusty ring. He stuck one into the door 
knob and wiggled it. He groaned and muttered several choice 
expletives. Then with the second key he succeeded in opening the 
lock. He looked over his shoulder with a ‘you still here’ look. Bodhi 
shrugged and placed his palms together and nodded his head 
again in response, vowing not to speak until he was 
acknowledged as an equally coming Buddha. An old maxim said, 
‘Do not speak until you can improve upon the silence.’ 


“Yah, What are you looking at? You see something funny, 
sunny boy? If you want the place- here’s what | need: $500.00 if 
you're just passing through or if you guarantee six months... 
$300.00. But that’s up front, now. Pro rata for the next to 
weeks ...$150.00 for the main floor. Bathroom and kitchen shared 
(I work swing shifts three weeks nights and one days | only eat at 
home for day shifts. Do what you want with your space. | supply 
paint in exchange for your work. Clear? Otherwise f-you very 
much... m bagged.” The practised gush of words ground to a halt. 
Albert swung the door open on its squeaking wrought iron hinges. 
He gestured that Bodhi should precede him. 


It was trade or travel time. Bodhi walked in through the 
big doorway stopping just inside. He looked up to the peak of the 
high cathedral ceiling with its grimy chandelier palely reflecting the 
cool morning light which streamed in through the triangle of 
abstract stained glass. The floor was a vast expanse of slime 
green shag carpeting- balding and ground flat where spills had 
been left untended by the feet of many uncaring renters. The only 
partitions delineated the bathroom. The kitchen was all stainless 
steel but every surface felt greasy from years of neglect. The 
building needed tending but it would work for him to serve as a 
working studio for his design business. 


“Well, Sunshine, you want it? Fork over the cash...time’s 
wasting...Got to sleep...” 


Bodhi reminded himself that this man was ‘Equally a coming 
Buddha, worthy of his place on the wheel’ and expressed himself 
honestly and directly. He reached into his pant pocket and 
counted out the $150.00 into Albert’s big hand. 


"In six months, | will want to review our agreement. If you 
agree to that give me the working key, (I'll put the original where 
you got it from), and | will get four copies from the locksmith’s and 
move in this week. Is there a ladder and mower? Oh, my name’s 


Bodhi Jensen...” He reached to shake hands but Albert looked at it as 
though it was crawling with something deadly. He dropped the key 
into his hand and answered. 


"| don’t give a flying %#@ who you are but if you wake me up 
for anything short of disaster, you’re out...Key to the shed out back is 
in the drawer by the sink...all that crap’s in there. See you in two 
weeks. “With that he strode into the bathroom and peed without 
closing the door. As he came back out he was simultaneously pulling 
off his scrub top and sticking in his ear plugs-all performed with 
robotic economy of movement. He took the steps of the circular stair 
case two at a time and disappeared through the heavy blackout 
curtain. Bodhi heard the sound of the answering machine beeping a 
protest as Albert bulk purged all the messages, groaned, farted loud , 
then Bodhi heard the sound of a running shoe hitting the back wall 
followed by another clunk as the second one took roughly the same 
trajectory. Another groan followed then silence. He had taken the 
step of the great Zen master Yogi Barra, who said, “If you see a fork 
in the road- take it.” 


Bodhi walked into the bathroom, shaking his head. ‘Pain is 
inevitable but suffering is optional..’ or so an old roshi friend had said. 
His only other advice was, ‘Never buy retail.’ 


To his surprise it was immaculately clean. The bathtub was a 
custom tile job recessed into the floor and at least seven feet long. 
He flushed the toilet, collected the key to the shed, and then with one 
last look left by the back door. The back yard certainly had a shed but 
between the back step where he stood and the door to it was a tangle 
of extremely robust blackberry canes each with lethal looking thorns. 
He turned to go back in but found that the door would not open and 
neither of the keys opened it. He had to scale the board fence to the 
neighbour's yard to get out because the gate was also beyond the 
blackberry jungle. As he was lifting his leg over the top, he heard the 
sound of deep throaty growling and in moments, stalking across the 
well kept yard below a muscular Rottweiler watched for a piece of him 
to chew. He tried to come up with an appropriate action, and finding 
none he slid his other leg over and, sitting on top of the ten foot fence, 
unwound his mala from his wrist and began the Tibetan chant for 
passing perilous places like the tops of high passes, for warding off 
the powers of darkness... 


“La Githago’-o! geno! Geno! Geno!” (The gods have won! 
May good prevail! May all beings find happiness!) The dog was now 
bouncing and snapping in frustration just inches from his sandaled 
toes without catching any fleshy morsels. A commanding woman’s 
voice shouted, “ Wotan! Sit! Watch!” This was his first encounter with 
Georgia Graham, a lively 80 year old who was later to become a 
bhikku grannie to him. She walked up to the dog and patted his head. 
He rolled onto his thick back, his tongue lolling in a happy smile and 
acknowledging her ‘alphahood’. Even in the utter silliness of his 
position his eyes never strayed from Bodhi. His growls turned to 
contented job-well-done snuffles. 


“Some killer dog you turned out to be...you are complete fool 
for tummy rubs aren’t you... Thank you Wotan, you earned your kibble 
today. Now, young man, why are you on top of my fence praying? ” 


Bodhi, calmed by his moment of chanting, explained his 
situation. She invited him in for tea and fresh baked lemon bars. She 
listened quietly smiling and nodding sympathetically in all the right 
places. Her only comment was, “Even blind chickens find grain, 
sometimes.” By then Wotan had adopted me and sat warming my 
bare feet. 


Submitted by Robert Light Heart Jones 








Food Banks and Meals 


Thanks to Food Not Bombs for providing the following information 
please send any corrections and/or additions to streetnewz@cedco.bc.ca: 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW’S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 

8 am - 10am seven days a week 

Church-run club providing daily meals on a drop-in basis. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 

973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C. V8T 1E7 phone: 382-0283 

Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am - 5 pm, Weds, Fri 10am—8pm, Sat 10am- 4pm 
Laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited housing spaces. 


COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
4-697 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V9B 2X2 phone: 474-4443 
Tues, Weds: 10am — 3pm, Closed last week of month 


FOOD NOT BOMBS 

Phone: 383-5144, Box 1940 Website: http://resist.ca/~fnb-victoria 
Free vegetarian food serving Saturdays at 3:00 pm at Douglas & Yates 
Bring clean margarine, tofu containers for bowls, bags for produce. 

Food Not Bombs is a collectively run (non-hierarchical) food kitchen. 


FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Esquimalt United Church Hall, Lyall St., just past Admirals Rd. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays - 12 noon — 1:15 pm 


FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

C/o Blanshard Community Centre 
James Bay Community Project 
WorkLink Employment Society phone: 478-9525 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre phone: 384-3211 
Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2B1 phone: 389-1470 

for James Bay residents 

1. Substantial dinner - $5.75 seniors and guests, $6.00 others 
Tues and Thurs evenings 5pm — 7pm 

2. Community dinner 5:30 pm mid-month: adults $4.00, children $2.00 advance 

tickets 

3. School cafeteria open to public 11:45am - 1pm. School rush from 12-12:20 p 
Hot daily special featured — adults $2.75, children $2.50 


MEALS ON WHEELS 

9751-3" st. Sidney, B.C., V8L 3A5 phone: 655-9222 

For residents of Greater Victoria who, because of age, disability or illness, are 
unable to prepare an adequate meal for themselves, have inadequate cooking 
facilities, have no one to prepare meals, or have health and social needs. 
Referrals from doctors, health & Social Services agencies, concerned friends, 
family, or personal requests. 

Current cost of meals is $6.00. In addition to nutritional benefits, some social 
interaction. 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH 

625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1L9 phone: 953-1575 
Outreach: Mon-Fri 8am—4pm, Food bank: Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am—2:30 
Food bank is closed the week following welfare cheque day 

Drop in for food, friendship, counseling, and crisis intervention. 

Food hampers available. Restriction for clients to one visit per month. 


OPEN DOOR SOCIETY 

935 Pandora St, Victoria B.C., V8V 3P4 phone: 385-2454 

5 am — 8 am, 10 am — 12 noon, 2 pm — 4 pm most Mondays to Fridays 

Free peanut butter sandwiches, doughnuts, coffee, tea. Free bread, sometimes 
produce. Free clothing room, games room, counseling, and referrals. 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

828 View Street, Victoria B.C. V8W 1K2 phone: 382-0712 

9 am—12:30 pm, 1:30 pm—4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. 

A variety of food, clothing, household items. Home visits, food vouchers for 
parents supporting children. 


SAINT SAVIOUR’S KITCHEN 
310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 384-8773 
For women and children, Weds and Fris, 12 noon — 1:30 pm 


SALVATION ARMY, Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 
2695 Quadra, at Hillside ph: 386-8521 

Monday — Friday, 9 am — 3:30 pm 

Emergency food hampers,, clothing & small housewares vouchers. 


SIKH TEMPLE 
Blackwood at Topaz (towards summit park), enter right side door 
Every Sunday at noon - Free food serving, lentil dahl and chapatis, etc. 


STREETLINK EMERGENCY SHELTER 

1634 Store St., Victoria, B.C. V8W 182 

phone: 384-3634, office 383-1951 

Free dinner 7 days a week, 3 pm for meal ticket, serving at 3:30 


UPPER ROOM SOCIETY 

919 Pandora Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P4 

phone: 388-7112 

Office Hrs: Mon-Fri 9!am—4pm_ Meals: Mon-Sat 12-1pm, 4—5:30 pm 
Meal pass costs $26 a month, or $1 at the door. 


phone: 388-5571 


phone: 388-7696 
phone: 388-7844 


The Mounting Costs of the Iraq Invasion 


A Study by the Institute for Policy Studies 
and Foreign Policy In Focus 


http://www.antiwar.com/news/?articleid=2939 


Costs to the U.S. 


U.S. Military Deaths: Between the start of war on March 19, 2003, and 
June 16, 2004, 952 coalition forces were killed, including 836 U.S. 
military. Of the total, 693 were killed after President Bush declared the 
end of combat operations on May 1, 2003. Over 5,134 U.S. troops have 
been wounded since the war began, including 4,593 since May 1, 2003. 


Contractor Deaths: Estimates range from 50 to 90 civilian contractors, 
missionaries, and civilian worker deaths. Of these, 36 were identified as 
Americans. 


Journalist Deaths: Thirty international media workers have been killed 
in Iraq, including 21 since President Bush declared the end of combat 
operations. Eight of the dead worked for U.S. companies. 


Low Troop Morale and Lack of Equipment: A March 2004 army survey 
found 52 percent of soldiers reporting low morale, and three-fourths 
reporting they were poorly led by their officers. Lack of equipment has 
been an ongoing problem. The Army did not fully equip soldiers with 
bullet-proof vests until June 2004, forcing many families to purchase 
them out of their own pockets. 


U.S. Budget and Social Programs: The Bush administration's 
combination of massive spending on the war and tax cuts for the wealthy 
means less money for social spending. The $151.1 billion expenditure for 
the war through this year could have paid for: close to 23 million housing 
vouchers; health care for over 27 million uninsured Americans; salaries 
for nearly 3 million elementary school teachers; 678,200 new fire 
engines; over 20 million Head Start slots for children; or health care 
coverage for 82 million children. Instead, the administration's FY 2005 
budget request proposes deep cuts in critical domestic programs and 
virtually freezes funding for domestic discretionary programs other than 
homeland security. Federal spending cuts will deepen the budget crises 
for local and state governments, expected to suffer a $6 billion shortfall in 
2005. 


Costs to Iraq 


Iraqi Deaths and Injuries: As of June 16, 2004, between 9,436 and 
11,317 Iraqi civilians have been killed as a result of the U.S. invasion and 
ensuing occupation, while an estimated 40,000 Iraqis have been injured. 
During "major combat" operations, between 4,895 and 6,370 Iraqi 
soldiers and insurgents were killed. 


Rise in Crime: Murder, rape, and kidnapping have skyrocketed since 
March 2003, forcing Iraqi children to stay home from school and women 
to stay off the streets at night. Violent deaths rose from an average of 14 
per month in 2002 to 357 per month in 2003. 


Corporate War Profiteering: Most of Iraq's reconstruction has been 
contracted out to U.S. companies, rather than experienced Iraqi firms. 
Top contractor Halliburton is being investigated for charging $160 million 
for meals that were never served to troops and $61 million in cost 
overruns on fuel deliveries. Halliburton employees also took $6 million in 
kickbacks from subcontractors, while other employees have reported 
extensive waste, including the abandonment of $85,000 trucks because 
they had flat tires. 


Psychological Impact: Living under occupation without the most basic 
security has devastated the Iraqi population. A poll by the U.S. Coalition 
Provisional Authority in May 2004 found that 80 percent of Iraqis say they 
have "no confidence" in either the U.S. civilian authorities or in the 
coalition forces, and 55 percent would feel safer if U.S. and other foreign 
troops left the country immediately. 


Gota Drug 
Problem 


. Calli 383-3553 
PNarcotic§ Anonymoas meets 
Mvery Wednesdavat 12:00pm 
Upstairs in the chapel 


* Nacoti¢cs Anduymous is not affiliated 
with the open doo 





Community Calendar 


Street Newz offers no guarantees that following information is accurate, or that the events will actually occur. 
Please send corrections, additions, and/or event reviews to streetnewz@cedco.bc.ca. 


Alternate Sundays Sierra Club Nature Outings - Call Nikko for more details at 386-5255 x241, www.sierraclub.ca/bc 
Monday nights Movie Monday - by donation - 595-FLIC or www.islandnet.com/mm 

Alternate Mondays Victoria Peace Coalition - dolcla@islandnet.com 

Alternate Mondays Communities Solidarity Coalition - www.communities-solidarity.org, info@communities-solidarity.org 
Tuesday nights THE MILK JUGgernauts - (250) 479-3374 - spiltmilk@centralmail.com - www.spiltmilkcomedy.com 
Wednesday nights Peace Vigils at the Legislature - 7:00 - 8:00 pm - Everyone Welcome! 


August 14th Women in the Woods 
A gathering of women will bless Cheam, a sacred mountain near Chilliwack. www.womeninthewoods.org 


August 17th Faith in Action 
Representatives from various faith communities concerned about issues of social concern 
General Assembly 5-7 pm St John's Parish House Lounge 


August 20th Wyrd Sisters on Denman Island 
Concert tickets are available at both Abraxas Books and the General Store on Denman Island, as well as at Bop City Records in Courtenay for $15 . 
Non- alcoholic beverages and yummy treats will be provided by Arkadian Gardens Cuisine. 


August 21st Aboriginal Back to School Picnic 
Info & registration: 383-2990 www.surroundedbycedar.com 


When the going 
gets weird, 
the weird turn pro. 


August 21st Victoria Compost Education Centre 
Planning your organic veggie garden - workshop - 1216 North Park. Register at 386-WWORM 


August 21st PEERS benefit concert 
Braving the Elements - a benefit for women's safety. 8 pm, Alix Goolden Hall $25, tickets at Lyle's and Munro's. Hunter § 


Featuring Shari Ulrich, Balkan Babes, Jannalee, Carmen Hillary, June Bender, Raquel Loglisci 
Se i : Thompson 
August 26th - Sept 6th Victoria’s 18th annual Fringe Festival 


An unjuried, uncensored free-for-all of theatre, with 200+ performances. www.intrepidtheatre.com, 250-383-2663 


August 29th Resistance without Reservation 

Sun Peaks, near Kamloops, is built on Secwepemc land, which the Secwepemce refer to as Skwelkwek'welt. Secwepemc have never ceded, surrendered or 
released their land in any way. For more information: http://apc.resist.ca/skwelkwekwelt, http://www.ubcic.bc.ca/sun_peaks.htm, http://www.geocities.com/ 
spabc123/, http:/Awww.skwelkwekwelt.net, 778-552-2099, noii-van@resist.ca 


September 7 - 10th Pro Walk/Pro Bike Victoria 
Some of the conference program highlights are at: www.bikewalk.org/PWPB2004/pwpb_snapshot.pdf 


September 7th Bike to Workshop 
North America’s most successful Bike to Work Week shares success secrets - www.capitalbikeandwalk.org/course.ol.pdf 


September 10th Bicycle Tourism and Your Economy 
For business and communities - the bottom line on cycling tourism. Watch for more info at: www.cyclevancouverisland.ca, 


September 17 - 19th Youth and Environment Forum 
Register by August 16th. Info: www.cbt.org/programs/main.asp?Program|D=104&fl=5, www.scratchonline.ca, 1-800-505-8998 or 1-250-423-2654, 
caddisconsulting@telus.net 


September 18 & 19th Conference: Community to Community 
Saltspring Organization for Life Improvement and Development (SOLID) and Victoria international Development Education 
Association (VIDEA) - Practical Tools to Tackle AIDS in Africa. With Stephen Lewis. 250-537-2102 or www.solidsaltspring.com. 


Sept.18 and 20th Forest Defenders 
Province wide demonstrations for the protection of B.C.’s forests. Info: wc2vic@island.net, 250.388.9292 info@wildernesscommitteevictoria.org 
www.wildernesscommitteevictoria.org 


October 3rd 6th Annual Salt Spring Island Festival www.Saltspringmarket.com/apples 


November 5 and 6th Child Labour Conference - Malaspina University College 
Children as young as 12 years can now work with only the permission of one parent. No workplace inspection is required, and the Director of the 
Employment Standards Branch and the local school principal do not need to approve the request. Info: brennan@MALA.BC.CA 


November 8-14th, 2004 Compassion in Action 
Coinciding with World Kindness Week - a week’s worth of days of events, presentations, kindness challenges, kindness marathons,and even a Compassion 
in Action Fair! Info: peacebearer@care2.com 


The Citizens' Assembly on Electoral Reform - send your submissions and ideas about of how votes should translate into seats for the British Columbia 
Legislative Assembly. Info: www.citizensassembly.bc.ca/public/get_involved. 


Charter for Public Education - created by consensus heard during public hearings across British Columbia, 2002-03. www.charter.publiced.ca. 


City Green Healthy Home Visits - a personal consultation with an advisor to address important issues surrounding the health and environmental effects of 
commercial pesticides and household chemicals. The Healthy Home Visit also provides you with tips on organic gardening, waste reduction, water 
conservation, natural pest prevention, and so much more. This is a great opportunity to identify your concerns and to make changes that will benefit both you 
and your family. By donation. Info: http://www.citygreen.ca, 250-381-9995, info@citygreen.ca 


EcoNews - monthly newsletter for a sustainable Vancouver Island. Info: 250-881-1304, www.earthfuture.com/econews, guydauncey@earthfuture.com 


Express your opinion - write your Member of Parliament - no postage required. C/O House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OA6. Call 1-800-622- 
6232, TTY: 1-800-465-7735 for name and contact info. Provincially, check http:/Awww.legis.gov.bc.ca/mla/3-1-3.htm for your MLA’s contact data. 


The Fulcrum Project - asking the people and the politicians of BC to work together to ensure that eradicating poverty is a key election commitment in the 
Spring Provincial elections. Take the Fulcrum Project Poverty Challenge at www.thefulcrumproject.org. 


Good Food Box Program - Duncan area - where healthy eating is an act of community. 250-746-4204, www.providence.bc.ca, mlthomson@uniserve.com 


James Bay Community Project - anon profit community health centre, operates an adult clothing thrift store as one way to support its community and 
seniors' programs. The Community Closet is located at 425 Simcoe St. The Store is run by volunteers; some women getting retail experience, some E.S.L. 
students and others who enjoy the community involvement. The work of sorting, steaming the clothes in the Depot is done by community living clients from 
Garth Homer and V.A.C.L.. We appreciate your support through your clothing donations or your buying our quality used clothing. 


Jewish Federation of Victoria and Vancouver Island - Community Events - Contact Cyndi Silverman 250 595-7270 www.jewishvancouverisland.ca 


Right to Privacy Campaign - On March 31, 2004 the BC Government announced that it had selected Maximus, an American based company, as a 
contractor to administer the BC Medical Services Plan and Pharmacare. This has serious confidentiality implications for everyone in BC. Info: www. 
righttoprivacycampaign.com. 


US Elections - to exercise your right to vote in the US election, you must be registered 15 days before prior. You'll need your last US address, 
your Social Security Number and your passport number or other identification. Info 1-800-438-8683 or www.fvap.gov. Pg. 14 





Jack Connolly reads the Street Newz! 


1. The bandage was wound around 
the wound. 


2. The farm was used to produce 
produce. 


3. The dump was so full that it had to 
refuse more refuse. 


4. We must polish the Polish 
furniture. 


5. He could lead if he would get the 
lead out. 


6. The soldier decided to desert his 
dessert in the desert. 


7. Since there is no time like the 
present, he thought it was time to 
present the present. 


8. A bass was painted on the head 
of the bass drum. 


9. When shot at, the dove dove into 
the bushes. 


10. I did not object to the object. 


11. The insurance was invalid for the 


-ZT -= 7 
Save 
your money 


For more information 


Share Cooperative, 
Save 
the hassle |e-mail us at 
Save 
the planet 


check the website at 








| (250) 995-0265 


Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers 


Movies? 
Fun? 


Information? 
Advocacy? 


Wednesdays (except welfare day) 
7:00—9:00 pm 
926 View St. 


$3 bus fare reimbursed if sign in before 7:30 - payout at 9:00 pm 


about the Victoria Car 


| or leave us a message at 


Help? 
Peer Support? 


Local 
listings for 
music and 
musicians 
now online 

at 
www. 
livevictoria. 
com 


12. There was a row among the 
oarsmen about how to row. 


13. They were too close to the 
door to close it. 


14. The buck does funny things 
when the does are present. 


15. A seamstress and a sewer 
fell down into a sewer line. 


16.To help with planting, the 
farmer taught his sow to sow. 


17.The wind was too strong to 
wind the sail. 


18. After a number of injections 
my jaw got number. 


19. Upon seeing the tear in the 
painting I shed a tear. 


20. I had to sublet the subject 
to a series of tests 


21.How can I intimate this to my 
most intimate friend? 


Contributed by Max. 


Community Economic 
Development Corporation 
(CEDCO) Victoria 


2 


Opening economic doors for everyone 
info@victoriacarshare.ca, 


201-531 Yates Street 
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 
V8W 1K7 


www.victoriacarshare.ca, 


(250) 360-0852 
admin@cedco.bc.ca 
www.cedco.bc.ca 


Exchange Times? 
Referrals? 


SunshineC ommunications.ca 
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www.bendib.com 


The Five Laws of Ecology 


1. Everything is connected to everything else. 
2. Everything must go somewhere 
3. Nature knows best. 
4. There is no such thing as a free lunch. 
5. If it’s not fun, it’s not sustainable! 


(All thanks to Barry Commoner, 
except #5 added by Guy Dauncey) 


The first Fundamental human right is the 
right to a safe environment. Without that, 
we are not able to Claim any other rights. 


Ken Saro-Wiwa 


CFUV 101.9 FM 


Campus Cemmunity Radies 


"Real learning 
comes about when 
the competitive 
spirit has ceased." 


J. Krishnamurti 


Alan Rycroft 


Consultant 


Public Relations and Fund Development 


250.592.8307 
rycroft @SunshineCommunications.ca 
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Thanks for supporting Street Newz!! 


“Building Bridges within our Downtown Community” 


The STREET NEWZ mission is to provide a voice, and income opportunities, for 
economically marginalized and/or socially disadvantaged people, at the same time offering 
employable skills training, increased self-esteem, confidence, and pride in 
accomplishments. 


You can contribute to social change by supporting the STREET NEWZ coalition and 
vendors, and by reading information that informs you directly about poverty and homeless 
issues. Please consider purchasing another copy later in the month, for a friend. 


STREET NEWZ is sold by licensed vendors who sign a code of conduct. They’re provided 


some free copies each month, and pay $.50 per copy thereafter. Your donations are 


appreciated. 


STREET NEWZ welcomes written submissions including interviews, event reviews, 
cartoons, poetry, photographs, or artwork, but we can’t guarantee everything will be 
published. We reserve the right to edit, and will not print anything libelous, racist, sexist, or 
homophobic. Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, must include 


phone number or email (for confirmation), and may be edited for length. 


Opinions expressed in this newzpaper are not necessarily those of STREET NEWZ, the 


editors, advertisers, contributors, readers, or publishers. 


STREET NEWZ will soon be a project of Bread and Roses Collective, a new non-profit 
currently searching for grant-based funding, hopefully earning charitable status eventually. 


STREET NEWZ is printed on 100% post consumer recycled paper with vegetable ink, at 


Horizon Publications (604-254-8840) in Vancouver. 


Submissions, contributions, and donations for Street Newz can be sent to 
Janine Bandcroft, c/o CEDCO Victoria, #201-531 Yates St., Coast Salish 
Territory, Victoria, B.C. V8W 1K7 250-360-0852, streetnewz@cedco.bc.ca. 


counting the Street Newz beans ...... 


Expenses July issue 


879.57 
32.00 
50.00 

1021.43 
12.00 


1995.00 


August issue 


879.57 
222? 
222? 
222? 


Sept issue 


879.57 
222? 
222? 
222? 


Horizon Publications 
In-kind to CEDCO 
Office 

Wages 

Cartoons 


Total 222? 222? 


Revenue 


1250.00 
460.00 
85.00 


222? 
222? 
222? 
222? 


222? 
222? 
222? 
222? 


Cash Donations 
Paper Sales 
Subscriptions 
Advertising-applied 200.00 


Total 1995.00 


Many thanks to CEDCO Victoria, Al Rycroft (pej.org), Sustainable Energy 
Association (www.sea.org), Stan & Val Kitching, Shylene Schlackl (www. 
mosaicthecity.com), Suki Athwal, Granola Groovy, Bob Ryder, CFUV 
Radio, George and Jean, Andrée Scott, DJ Zeebo, Jennifer Whittall, 
Savely Planedin, Jane Brett, Lor Newstead, Connie Hunt, Marge Reitsma- 
Street, Ted Bandcroft, Sheila & Bill Ede, Liz Zloklikovits, Krystyna, Wes 
Koch and The Soap Exchange, Janice Thiessen, The Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers), all the advertisers and contributors, those with warm 
words of encouragement. This newzpaper wouldn't exist without you! 


222? 222? 


Advertising in Street Newz 
Policy: 


1. Street Newz will not promote the sale of humans, their sexual 
services or products. We won’t print images of people as sexual 
objects, or animals being tortured. 


2. Street Newz will give priority space to earth friendly, peace 
oriented, local community organizations and businesses that are not 
affiliated with any one political party. 


3. Please email a copy of the constitution, mission statement, or 
mandate from your organization for editorial approval. 


Rates (negotiable): 


Biz card size: 
$30/mth or $150 for 6 mths (non-profit: $25/ mth or $125 for 6 mths) 


1/4 page size: 
$60/mth or $300 for six mths (non-profit: $50/mth or $250 for 6 mths) 


1/2 page size: 
$100/mth or $500 six mths (non-profit: $75/mth or $375 for six mths) 


Contact Janine: 360-0852 or streetnewz@cedco.be.ca 


Much appreciation to Jennifer Whittall who wrote “This 
image was carved from wood and then printed in the 
back yard by Savely Planedin, a traditional Doukhobor 
carver. He carved the block for your new project 
yesterday afternoon outside in the garden, made a proof 
print that dried on the clothesline for 2 hours in the sun. 
Then I scanned it, compressed it and sent it along to 
you. When | told him what you have been doing, he was 
moved to make this effort. 


Fair Use 
Statement 
© Copyleft 


Ctreet 
Newz 
contents 
available 
for re- 
printing 
with 
permission 
Of author. 


Savely Planedin is a father and a grandfather. He was 
born in the Kootenays during a time that was dominated 
by the actions of the R.C.M.P. and Robert Bonner, the 
Social Credit Attorney General who imprisoned many 
young Doukhobor children at New Denver. He was in the 
first graduating class of the Kootenay School of Art. As 
the youngest of 8 children he was able to spend time 
with his grandfathers who taught him the traditional 
Doukhobor crafts that had been passed down from 
ancient times in Central Asia. 


Please give 
us some 
Credit and 
reference 
the 


source. Best of luck on your most worthwhile endeavour.” 


Want to help organize a benefit fundraiser for Street Newz? 
Contact Janine at 360-0852 (10 am-2 pm Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
& Fridays, or send email to streetnewz@cedco.bc.ca. 


Count me in! 


Name: 





Address: 





City: Province/State 





Postal/Zip: 





Ph/email: 





Please make cheques for Street Newz payable to Janine Bandcroft, or 
the Bread and Roses Collective (we’re both non-profits!). 


Hopefully someday we'll be able to issue tax receipts, 
for now we just say thank you! 


For $20 or more we'll mail each month’s newz for a year (in Canada). 
Yes! 


Please clip and mail to: 
Janine Bandcroft 

C/o CEDCO Victoria 
#201-531 Yates St. 
Victoria, B.C. V8W 1K7 


Send me a copy by mail! 


Thanks so much for your support! 





